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26 March 2020 
Dear Fittleworth and/or Stopham Worshipper, 
 

This is my second pastoral letter for these difficult times.  
 

Bishop Martin of Chichester recently wrote ‘The pilgrimage of faith is taking us into challenging 
territory: let us walk together in hope and in the certainty of the presence of Jesus Christ as 
our companion and guide.’ 
 

Last Sunday we held our first ‘virtual’, online Benefice service for Mothering Sunday, using Microsoft 
Teams. It worked pretty well. There were 15 connections, some from households with two or more 
people, including children, and I think that around 40 people were participating altogether. Well done 
and thank you to Georgie, Chloe and Benjamin, young people who led our prayers beautifully.   
 

Many of you will already know that Marian Cole died earlier this week. In your prayers, please thank 
God for Marian’s long and blessed life, for her long and happy marriage to Peter, and for the beautiful 
family they nurtured. Peter is sustained by his faith and is being well cared for by his daughters. He 
is thankful for the many kind messages. We shall have a thanksgiving service for Marian later in the 
year. Another Fittleworth lady, Joyce Duffell, whom some of you may remember, has recently died. 
Her funeral is next week.  
 

In our current adversity, we are seeing amazing examples of kindness. Even though our church 
buildings are now, sadly, closed for the foreseeable future, we are living out our faith in ways 
that makes our community stronger. Thank you for being the Church. 
 

Stopham residents are supporting one another via WhatsApp, with offers of help and information 
about shops and businesses serving the area. I am encouraged by the messages on Fittleworth 
Nextdoor at this time, too. The Fittleworth Stores is busy taking home-delivery orders from those 
who are elderly, self-isolating or ill, and The Swan is offering takeaway and ready-meal services. 
Fittleworth Parish Council has invited those needing help with shopping or collecting prescriptions 
to complete and return a form to the Parish Clerk or via the shop. Please complete the form to stay 
updated or to volunteer, too. Those facing financial difficulties as a result of sickness may be eligible 
for a monetary grant from a local charity: please let me know your circumstances, in strictest 
confidence. 
 

As people of faith, please continue to pray for the world, our country, our villages, local 
businesses and for individuals. If you think that I can help in a practical way or through 
prayer, please let me know. Please pray for families, children and school staff members. 
Many people have told me that they praying for me, as your parish priest: I am humbled and grateful.  
 

On Sunday, again using Microsoft Teams (which can be downloaded in advance to your mobile 
phone or computer), let us come together in faith and prayer. An informal act of witness at 9.30am 
will be followed by an 11am BCP Matins service (please have King James Bibles and BCPs to hand 
for that).  
 

May God protect you and those whom you love, 

 


